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Here we stand, here we go 
October 13, 2023 / Reporter / By Rev. Matthew C. Harrison 

Continued on Next Page 
        

The following article is excerpted from the President’s Report, Part 3, delivered on     
July 30 at the 2023 LCMS convention in Milwaukee. 

“Hier stehe Ich. Ich kann nicht anders.”  

   “Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise,” responded Luther in 1521 when the greatest    
authority of his political and religious world tried to force him to recant of his teaching. 
This response has become so famous that we joke about it. We make “Here I stand” 
socks. Some even use it for self-deprecating humor, suggesting that we say, “Here we 
stand,” instead of “Here we go.” But we cannot stand on the Gospel without going with 
the Gospel.  

   The Diet of Worms continues to have great significance for the church. Luther had been 
told that the emperor wanted to hear one word and one word only from this troublesome 
German monk — “Revoco,” [which means] “I recant.” Luther stood by a pile of his 
books and was questioned. “Are these yours?” “Do you recant?” Luther asked for time to 
think about the matter overnight. When he was brought to the same hall, he spoke the 
words we all remember:  

   “Unless I am convinced by proof from Holy Scripture, or by cogent reasons … I neither 
can nor will retract anything; for it cannot be either safe or honest for a Christian to speak 
against his conscience. Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen.” 

   Luther has been blamed for most every western philosophical, political or religious  
movement since. But he’s no advocate of the rejection of the Bible for “reason,” or       
radical individuality. His reason and conscience were captive to the Word of God. And 
because “the word of the Lord remains forever” (1 Peter 1:25), this Word and faith is  
confessed before the judgment seat of God. 

   The Formula of Concord quotes Luther’s great 1544 confession, made when             
Melanchthon and others in Wittenberg were wobbling on the true presence of Christ in 
the Sacrament:  

   “I am not drunk or irresponsible. I know what I’m saying, and I well realize what this 
will mean for me before the Last Judgement at the coming of the Lord Christ. Let no one 
make this out to be a joke or idle talk; I am in dead earnest, since by the grace of God I 
have learned to know a great deal about Satan.” (Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration 
VII.3031)  

The confessors of our Book of Concord have the same spirit. And we have made it our 
own: 

   “This Confession also, by the help of God, we will retain to our last breath, when we 
shall go forth from this life to the heavenly fatherland, to appear with joyful and          
undaunted mind and with a pure conscience before the tribunal of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Preface to the Book of Concord 16) 

   Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter responded for them all, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). Christ asks this question to 
each of us. For most of us, our confession began when we were infants. Our sponsors and 
the congregation confessed the faith that we were given in Baptism. In confirmation we 
confessed before God and man that we will never forsake the Christian faith as confessed 
in Luther’s Small Catechism. In ordination we stand before God and man and confess that 
we shall die before forsaking this Christian and Lutheran faith. As Christians in this 
world, we must stand and profess. “You are the Christ.” “Here I stand. I can do no       
other.”  
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   Every pastor, teacher, deaconess, church musician, elder, congregational officer, Sunday school teacher, individual 
congregation, new member, district, district president, parochial school, Concordia (named for this confession!) has, 
does and continues to confess before God and at His judgment seat on the last day: “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God” (Matt. 16:16). “I make this biblical/Lutheran confession my own.” We all individually, and together with 
this whole convention are bound to Article II of the Synod’s Constitution:  

The Synod, and every member of the Synod, accepts without reservation:  

   1.  The Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament as the written Word of God and the only rule and norm of faith 
and of practice; 

   2.  All the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church as a true and unadulterated statement and exposition 
of the Word of God, to wit: the three Ecumenical Creeds (the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, the Athanasian Creed), 
the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Large         
Catechism of Luther, the Small Catechism of Luther, and the Formula of Concord. 

The necessity of both confession and action form the first two of the objectives of the Synod: 

   1.  Conserve and promote the unity of the true faith (Eph. 4:3–6; 1 Cor. 1:10), work through its official structure      
toward fellowship with other Christian church bodies, and provide a united defense against schism, sectarianism      
(Rom. 16:17), and heresy. 

Here I stand!  

And then the second objective defines the apostolic compulsion of Christianity (1 Cor. 9:16). The Synod exists to:  

   2.  Strengthen congregations and their members in giving bold witness by word and deed to the love and work of God, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and extend that Gospel witness into all the world.  Here we go! 

‘Bold witness             

   This “bold witness” was a conscience issue for St. Paul and the other apostles. Paul put it this way: “For if I preach the 
gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the              
gospel!”   (1 Cor. 9:16). Paul was created to preach the Gospel, prepared to preach the Gospel, called to preach the    
Gospel, sent to preach the Gospel, lived to preach the Gospel, died preaching the Gospel!  

   In Acts 4 we read that Peter and John got in trouble for healing a disabled man, that is, for “giving bold witness by 
word and deed to the love and work of God.” 

So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered 
them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak 
of what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:18–20)  

And here’s what they spoke:  

   “And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’ Then  
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today         
concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you 
and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead — by him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, 
which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.’” (Acts 4:7–12) 

In Acts 5 the apostles are called before the officials yet again: 

   “’We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you 
intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.’ But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than 
men.’” (Acts 5:28–29) 

   Now notice how this compulsion to preach Jesus, the burden of the apostolic conscience, is the compulsion to preach 
the clear, specific Gospel.  

   “The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as 
Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is 
the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” (Acts 5:30–32) 

   The Synod’s Constitution says our objective is to “strengthen congregations and their members in giving bold witness 
by word and deed to the love and work of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and extend that Gospel witness into all 
the world.” This is as biblical and clear as the Word and work of Jesus, and the word and works of His apostles in Acts 4 
and 5. … 

   My job as chair of this convention is to see that you get the business done you want done. The goal is that you, the du-
ly elected representatives of your congregations, deliberate and act as you see fit in accordance with our governing    
documents. …  

   We have a beautiful confession, a courageous confession. We have the clarity and certainty of Jesus’ forgiveness in 
His Word and Sacraments. We have the answer the world needs to all its ills.  

   And now we have the privilege of letting that confession guide and govern our work together these next few days. … 

We face tremendous challenges to be true. But you will be hearing of blessings aplenty. Here we stand! And here we go! 
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 Ladies Aid  

 Meets on Thursday, November 2nd at 1:30 pm at the Church.   

 Men of Trinity 

 Will meet on Monday, November 6th at 7:00 pm at the Church.    

 Trinity Afternoon Guild  

 Meets on Tuesday, November 7th at 1:30 pm at the Church.  Hostesses will be Sandy Thorson 
 & Darlene Lind.  A representative from the Pregnancy Crisis Center w3ill be the Guest Speaker. 

 M.O.P.S.  

 Will Meet on Tuesday, November 14th at  6:30 pm at the Church.  

 Hannah Circle 

 Will meet on Thursday, November 9th at 1:30 pm.    

 Active Christian Fellowship   

 Will meet on Monday, November 6th at 5:00 pm at the Church.   

 Altar Circle 

 Will have their Christmas Party  on Monday, November 27th at 1:00 pm at the church.  There 
 will be No Meeting in November or December. 

 Eunice Circle 

 Will meet Tuesday, November 14tht at 9:30 am at the church with Lenay as hostess.  This is 
 one week earlier due to Thanksgiving.  New members are welcomed as we continue our 
 Bible Study with Beverly as leader. 

 Christian Singles 

 The Christian Singles will not meet in November or December.   

 Happy Quilters 

 The “Happy Quilters” meet on the 3rd & 4th Thursdays of each month at 9:00am at the church. 

NOVEMBER 22  Thanksgiving Eve Service at 6:30 PM followed by a Pie Social 
 

NOVEMBER 26   Decorating the Church for Christmas & Sunday School Christmas Program Practice 
 

DECEMBER 2  Advent Tea at 2:00 pm 
 

DECEMBER  6  TLC Preschool & Growing Tree Learning Center Christmas Program & Advent Meal 
      beginning at 5:30 pm 
 

DECEMBER 7  Ladies Aid & Afternoon Guild Christmas Party at 6:00 pm 
 

DECEMBER 13  Sunday School Christmas Program & Advent Meal prepared by the Ladies Aid  
      5:30 pm Dinner followed the program and Advent worship at 6:30 pm 
 

DECEMBER 20  Trinity Music Groups Christmas Concert ant Advent worship at 6:30 pm 
 

DECEMBER 24  9:00 am  Worship Service with Communion - Pastor Les Uhrinak 
      4:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship - Pastor Les Uhrinak 
 

DECEMBER 25  9:00 am  Christmas Morning Worship with Communion - Pastor Les Uhrinak 

Looking Ahead to Advent & Christmas 
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And Youth Bible study!  
Sundays, 10:30-11:30am 

November 2023 

Singing “Jesus Loves Me” 

All Eyes on the Naughty Teacher 

Jesus Loves Us No Matter What Our Face Is All Eyes on the Naughty Teacher 
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I . C . Y . M . I . 
( In . Case . You . Missed . It .) 

LWML Fall Rally in International Falls, MN 

TLC Preschool & Growing Tree Learning Center Fall Festival 

The Ladies of the LWML attended the  
Fall LWML Rally held at  

St Paul Lutheran Church in International Falls, MN  
on Thursday October 12th 

 
The Theme for the Rally was “Thankfulness” 

The Ladies pictured here were all recognized as  
part of the “90’s+ Club” at the Fall Rally 

 
Pictured are Darlene Lind, Doris Tibbetts,  

Darlene Peterson, Carol Sorensen, and  
Pastor Quast’s mother from St. Paul Lutheran 
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Thrivent Financial® Choice Dollars must be 
directed every year.  Trinity has 2 areas that 
Choice Dollars can be directed: 

1. Trinity Lutheran Church 

2. TLC Preschool/Growing Tree Childcare 

   All Choice Dollars directed to Trinity Lutheran 
Church go into the General Fund.  Please contact 
Financial Secretary if you have questions. 
 

   All Choice Dollars directed to TLC 
Preschool and/or to Growing Tree 
Childcare go into their Scholarship 
Fund.  Please contact a member of the 
School Board if you have questions. 

 

   To direct your Choice Dollars, go online to 
Thrivent.com and log in (you’ll need your Member 
ID to register), or call 1-800-847-4836 and state 
“Thrivent Choice” (you’ll need your Member ID). 
Please contact your Thrivent representative with 
any questions. 

Lutheran Island Camp 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER 1-5 

Quilt & Crafting Retreat 
Quilters and crafters, do you need a place to get away 
and get some crafting done? Then look no further than 
our Quilt Retreat! Food, lodging, and evening devotions 
are provided by the LIC staff.  
 

NOVEMBER 17-18 

Confirmation Weekend 
Register your Confirmands for a weekend of fun and 
instruction at LIC! The Confirmands get to  experience 
classic camp activities such as archery, canoeing, and 
hatchet throwing. The cost is $90/person which includes 
food, lodging, and activities. To register, contact Olivia 
at licprogram@islandcamp.org.  
 

DECEMBER 3 

Christmas Hymn Sing 
Come to the Island for an evening of beautiful Christmas 
hymns, cookies, hot drinks, and fellowship!  The Hymn 
Sing will be held in the chapel from 4pm - 6pm.  Call the 
office at 218-583-2905 to let us know you're coming! 

 
 

 
 
REMINDER: Some of Trinity’s groups have 
stopped their   ongoing fundraisers.  Please 
note the following  fundraisers that are no longer 
in effect: 
 

 Lutheran Island Camp is no longer          
collecting Campbell's Soup Labels. 

 

 The Youth Groups are no longer collecting 
proof of purchase (bar codes ) for the Our 
Family Brand at Lueken’s Village Foods. 

 

 The Afternoon Guild is no longer collecting 
Pop Tabs for the Ronald McDonald House. 

 

 TLC Preschool is no longer collecting ink 
cartridges or small electronics for recycling. 

Wednesday 

November 22nd 

6:30 pm 

With pie social  

following service 

  

The Church Office and 

Preschool/Childcare will 

be closed on Nov. 23 & 24 

for Thanksgiving.  

Trinity Advent Tea 

WHEN: Saturday , December 2, 2023 at 2:00 pm 

WHERE: The Fellowship Hall here at Trinity 

WHO: Women of Trinity, friends and family 

WHY: A special time to gather with friends 

 
 

 
 

Tickets are $12 and go on sale Sunday, Nov. 12th  

in the Fellowship Hall after service. 
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Our Church Directory is Online! 
View our church directory online or via the 
FREE mobile app today. 

To view the directory online, go to mem-
bers.InstantChurchDirectory.com and follow the prompts under “Sign 
In” to “Create a login now.” Please remember, you must confirm your 
email address before you can sign in.  

 
There is also a free mobile app available for download at the Apple® 
App store in iTunes®, Google Play™ store and the Amazon Fire App Store. 
Simply search for “Instant Church Directory” to get the download.  
 
You will need to use your email address as listed in our directory to create 
a log-in the first time you use the directory online and via the mobile app. 
 

Need help or have questions?    

Please contact the church office 

444-4441 

Our Church Directory is powered by Instant Church Directory. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
123 29th Street NE, Bemidji 
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November Stewardship 

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart! 

   Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, by His death for our 
sins and His resurrection for our justification, God the Father has received us back into His family. By water 
combined with His Word, promise and name, the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We belong to      
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And being in Him, all things are ours. In Him, we 
are richly and abundantly blessed. 

   Our true treasure and wealth is that we belong to the most holy Trinity and everything that is His belongs  
also to us: righteousness, peace, eternal life. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly, divine 
goodness and mercy. 

   We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good stewards of His varied grace, we man-age them in 
such a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers of          
thanksgiving and God’s Holy Word, as a sacrifice. Thus all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also        
sacrifices to Him, from which we eat to nourish our bodies and share with our family, neighbors and fellow 
Christians, with the poor and even our enemies, as holy things given by our holy God. His temporal gifts are 
blessings to and for us, and bring blessing upon us even as they are pressed into His service for His kingdom 
and the souls that receive them. 

   Thus we place all that we have into God’s hands. He never fails to remember us and pours out the fullness of 
His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing and will continue to do. We give 
thanks by not taking for ourselves, but giving to all even as our heav-enly Father has given to us. 

   As we prepare for Thanksgiving celebrations, may we all give thanks continually for all that we are and all 
that we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more dili-gent in bringing everything 
that we have received from God to Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for the good of all — even for 
us. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance. 

 
 LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

Monthly Receipts/Expenses September 2023 

General Fund Receipts $21,271.64 

PS/CC Receipts $9,217.00 

Interest Receipts $22.62 

(Transfer to Money Market)   Adjustments -$5,000.00 

TOTAL RECEIPTS $21,861.73 

  

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENSES $35,494.01 

  

 Monthly +/- 

OVERAGE/SHORTAGE   (- $9,982.75) 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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It’s Easy, just follow these steps... 
 

1. Visit Trinity’s Website at  www.trinitybemidji.org. 

2. Click on “Donate” at the top right of the Home Page. 

3. Fill out the form on the Donation Page and click “DONATE” when you are 
finished. 

4. You will now be directed to our PayPal page.  Once there, you can either 

Log In to your existing PayPal account OR if you don’t have an account 

just click “Continue” under the heading “Don’t Have A PayPal Account? 

5. From here you just complete using your credit or debit card  information 
and submit.   

YOU CAN NOW GIVE YOUR 
TITHE OR OFFERING 

ONLINE?! 

The Benefits Of  Online Giving 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
You have the option of giving a one 
time gift, or having your tithe post 
monthly. 
 

CONVENIENT  
You can continue to support Trinity 
even if you are away on vacation or 
gone for the winter. 
 

FLEXIBILITY 
You can give to the General Fund or 
choose to give to a specific Ministry 
of the church. 
 

If you would like help in learning how 
make your donation or tithe to Trinity 
online, just stop in to the office, we are 
happy to help.   
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Address/Phone 
 

If your address and/or 
phone number changes, 
please let the church office 
know, so your information 
will be correct in the church 
database.  Thank you! 

 

Altar Flower Volunteers Needed!! 

 
Please sign up to tend the Altar Flowers.  
We still need volunteers for 2023! 

November Birthdays and Anniversaries at Trinity Lutheran Church 

1 Sandy Holzhueter 

 
 

2 Pam Maatz 

Paul & Marie Borslien (4) 

 

4 Hattie Kurtzweg 

 

 

5 Vicki Carlson, Bob Rosch, Nancy Krueger 

 
 

6 Elliot Beevor 

Don & Karen Hanson (60) 

 

7 Annabelle Haas 

 
 

9 Pat Cloose, Carole Holmes 

 

 

10 Scott & Janet Wilson (5) 

 

 

11 Sue Schoff 

 

 

12 Mike Lohse 

 

 

13 Gayle Christensen 

 
 

15 Dick Claypool, Jerry Reierson 

 
 

20 Ann Egeland, Clara Lohse 

Matt & Bonnie Puro (30) 

 

22 Marie Borslien; Paul Borslien 

Char Manecke, Carol Olson 

 

23 Paul & Beverly Parobek (44) 

 

 

28 Ed Eichstadt 

 
 

29 Paul Parobek 

 

 

30 De Larson 
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If you are interested in 
being a Greeter or an 
Usher, please speak 

with one of the Elders. 

Please check the covered bulletin boards 
in the Church Entrance Hall for posted 
Letters, Community Events, Concerts, 

Meals, Fundraisers, local activities and news.  

LARGE PRINT bulletins are 
available for those that have 
difficulty with the regular bulletin.  If 
you would benefit from having one 
of these bulletins, please ask an 
usher for a copy. 

A “Gluten Free” option is available for 
communion.  If you would like to take  
advantage of this option, please 
speak with Pastor or Elders.  

Bemidji Area Food Shelf 

WHEN YOU LEAVE GOD’S HOUSE, please turn out ALL 

the lights (except in the office hallway) and please 

check that ALL the entrance doors are LOCKED, even 

if you didn’t unlock them. 

Trinity, along with United Methodist 
Church volunteer the 1st Monday of 
each month at the Food Shelf.  The 
first shift is from9am-12pm and the 
second shift is from 12-3:30pm. Both 
shifts need 6-7 volunteers.   
 

Update on the Food Shelf in the last year.   
1. Persons served up 40% 
2. Homes served up 30%  
3. Food costs up 20%. 
 

The Food Shelf would not function without all 
the volunteers who give of their time.  Thank 
you for all you do to help the Food Shelf run 
smoothly.  ~June Roxstrom 

Portals of Prayer are in the basket at 
the back of the sanctuary. 

Check out the “RESOURCE TABLE” in the      
Fellowship Hall for FREE Books, Periodicals,  

Devotionals, and More. 

Greeting Cards Available! 

Individual Cards are $1.00 each.  Boxed 
cards are priced on bottom.  Checks are 
preferred.  Please make your checks 
out to Trinity Ladies Aid and put your 

payment in the container provided.  Thank you. 

The season after Pentecost       

begins with Holy Trinity Sunday 

and continues through the last 

Sunday of the church year in    

November. The paraments are 

green, the color of life, refreshment and           

regeneration. Throughout this season, the   focus 

is on the Lord’s teaching and how it is applied in 

the life of the Church. 

  1 Exodus 15:1-18 
Hosea 8-10 

  2 Psalm 122 
Hosea 11-14 

  3 Psalm 123 
Joel 

  4 Psalm 124 
Amos 1-5 

  5 Psalm 125 
Amos 6-9 

  6 Psalm 126 
Obadiah, Jonah 

  7 Psalm 127 
Micah 1-3 

  8 Psalm 128 
Micah 4-7 

  9 Psalm 129 
Nahum 

10 Psalm 130 
Habakkuk 

11 Psalm 131 
Zephaniah 

12 Psalm 132 
Haggai 

13 Psalm 133 
Zechariah 1-5 

14 Psalm 134 
Zechariah 6-10 

15 Psalm 135 
Zechariah 11-14 

16 Psalm 136 
Malachi 

17 Psalm 137 
Matthew 1-2 

18 Psalm 138 
Matthew 3-4 

19 Psalm 139 
Matthew 5-6 

20 Psalm 140 
Matthew 7-8 

21 Psalm 141 
Matthew 9-10 

22 Psalm 142 
Matthew 11-12 

23 Psalm 143 
Matthew 13-14 

24 Psalm 144 
Matthew 15-16 

25 Psalm 145 
Matthew 17-18 

26 Psalm 146 
Matthew 19-20 

27 Psalm 147 
Matthew 21-22 

28 Psalm 148 
Matthew 23-24 

29 Psalm 149-150 
Matthew 25-26 

30 Exodus 15:1-18 
Matthew 27-28 

Read Through the Bible in a Year - November 
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Calendar 


