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Intentionality: In church work formation, a little word with an eternal impact 

April 22, 2025 /  Reporter / By James Baneck 

   In his breviary, Martin Luther wrote a short meditation for each day of the year. For 
March 11, he wrote, “We could still bear it if need demanded that someone should steal 
all our worldly goods, our honor and our lives or whatever else we may have. It would,   
however, be too much if we let someone steal our wonderful consoling Gospel, our faith 
and Christ Himself. That would be simply too much.” 

   Luther’s words are deeply meaningful to us. This is our prayer for our children and  
grandchildren; for our family and friends; for our neighbor, ourselves and all God’s     
people. We pray fervently that no one steal from any of us the wonderful consoling    
Gospel, saving faith and Christ Himself, who provides what is most needful throughout 
all the stages, challenges, sufferings and joys of life. 

   As Jesus taught us, we pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest 
(Matt. 9:38). These words are meaningful to you as you pray that God would supply your 
congregation with an excellent pastor to feed you with God’s Word. These words are 
meaningful to you as you pray for an excellent teacher in your Lutheran school to instruct 
your children with the Word of God and a virtuous education. Some of you are praying 
for a deaconess, a director of Christian education, a director of parish music or another 
servant for your congregation.  

   We have learned from our research that nearly 90% of Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod (LCMS) pastors and commissioned church workers, and nearly 60% of LCMS 
parents and congregational leaders, have heard about Set Apart to Serve (SAS). Through 
all of us, God is building a wonderful culture among us — a culture of forming and     
recruiting full-time workers in our LCMS congregations, schools, districts and entities.  

   To grow this culture — so that church work formation and recruitment become knit into 
the very fabric of our congregations and schools — there is a very important word I want 
to share with you: intentional.  

Resources available 

   SAS has many resources and best practices to help us all be intentional about forming, 
recruiting and encouraging youth and adults in our congregation to consider full-time 
church work. This includes the free SAS curriculum at cph.org/sas.  

   There is no easy path to creating a culture in which church work formation and         
recruitment are knit into the fabric of our congregations, schools and districts. However, 
as we are all fervently praying for excellent church workers, we have many resources 
available to help.  

   The resources are organized according to those who are most influential in forming and 
recruiting youth and adults to consider full-time church work. Select the tab that pertains 
most to you — pastors, parents, church workers (commissioned), laity or districts. Click 
on a resource that piques your interest. How does it apply to you? How can this resource 
be used in your congregation or school? Whom are you encouraging to consider being a 
full-time church worker? 

   All of us have a vested interest in having pastors who feed us with God’s Word and 
Sacraments for eternal life. Many of us also have a deep interest in having Lutheran 
school teachers for our children, directors of Christian education, deaconesses, directors 
of parish music and others to teach God’s Word and especially to help us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our saving faith (Heb. 12:2).  

   As we pray to the Lord of the harvest, may we also intentionally work to encourage 
those in our midst to become laborers in that harvest, that His loving purposes may be 
fulfilled.  
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 Ladies Guild 

 Ladies Guild will meet on Thursday, June 5th at 1:30 pm at the Church.   

 Men of Trinity 

 Will meet on Monday, June 2nd & June 16th at  5:30 pm at the Church.    

 Hannah Circle 

 Does not meet in June, July or August.    

 Altar Circle 

 Will meet on Monday, June 16th at 1:00 pm at the Church.   

 Eunice Circle 

 Does not meet in June, July or August.  

 Christian Singles 

 The Christian Singles will meet for lunch on Sunday, June 8th.   

 Happy Quilters 

 The “Happy Quilters” meet on the 3rd & 4th Thursdays of each month at 9:00am at the church. 

CHURCH BOARDS 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
President: Randy Yarbrough -  218-766-0695 
Council Secretary: Amy Koebke - 218-586-3319 
Financial Secretary - Becky Theis - 218-368-6916 
Treasurer: Rodney Olson - 218-689-2508 

ELDERS 
If your last name begins with:  Then you Elder is: 
 A - C         Rod Wentzel - 218-751-6119 
 D - H         Scott Wilson - 701-238-7557 
 I - M         Mike Lohse - 218-556-5802 
 N - R         VACANCY 
 S          Eric Lee - 218-966-1023 
 T - Z         Kevin Ellis - 218-987-2752 

TRUSTEES 

Carlos Moreno - 218-444-2888 
Mark Tisler - 701-640-3447 
Dave Krueger - 218-766-5053 
 
BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 

David/Susan Krueger - 218-444-9583 
Bonnie Wentzel - 218-751-6119 
Larry Eichstadt - 218-751-0659 
 
BOARD OF MISSIONS 
Mary Krueger - 218-751-3794 
VACANCY 
Steve Krueger - 218-751-3794 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Sheridan Ellis - 218-368-8317 
VACANCY 
Ben Lang - 218-340-3672 
 
YOUTH BOARD 

Susan Krueger - 218-444-9583 
Dede Kubitz - 218-280-8526 
VACANCY 
 
SCHOOL BOARD 
Leah Blocker - 507-317-8138 

Bev Haman - 224-2147 
Susan Kruger, 444-9583  
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I . C . Y . M . I . 
( In . Case . You . Missed . It .) 

On Sunday, May 4th  
Trinity’s High School graduating Seniors:  

 

Della Branham, Annabelle Hass,  
Shelby Kubitz, and Ellie Manecke  

 

were each presented with a quilt created by  
members of Trinity’s  “Happy Quilters”. 

 

Following the presentation, cake was served in the 
Fellowship Hall to honor the graduates! 

Congratulations to Trinity’s High School Graduates Class of 2025! 

 

Shelby Kubitz’s quilt 
was made by  

Dottie Liapis. 

 

Della Branham’s quilt 
was made by  

Kathy Berg.  

        

 

Ellie Manecke’s quilt 
was made by  

Phyllis Brauneis 

        

        

 

Annabelle Hass’ quilt 
was made by  

Linda Wold. 
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I . C . Y . M . I . 
( In . Case . You . Missed . It .) 

Preschool /Childcare Spring Concert 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God  

belongs to such as these.”   

Mark 10:14 
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Lutheran Island Camp 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

June 7 

ERC Dedication and Open House 

Join us for the dedication and open house of the 
newly remodeled ERC at Lutheran Island Camp! 
Celebrate this exciting milestone with us, enjoy 
light snacks, and take a tour of the updated space. 
We can’t wait to share it with you!  

What you can do: 

 Volunteer for our biannual spring and fall work 
days 

 Sign up and volunteer for a time to serve the 
island 

 Help fund projects for the improvement of camp 
 Pray for the ministry of Lutheran Island Camp 

  

Prayers are powerful!  It is the prayers of our    
faithful supporters that make the ministry of        
Lutheran Island Camp fruitful. 

Summer Registration  

Registration is open for Summer 2025!  

A couple tips for registration:  
Our registration software is Campwise. You will 
need an account. If you don't remember your login, 
please DO NOT make another account. Instead  
contact our registrar, Dianne, at 218.583.2905.  
 

Horse Camp usually fills up quickly. The earlier 
you register, the better chance your child has of  
getting in. Otherwise, there is a waitlist.  

Parent Portal  

Everything you need for your child's time at camp is 
in the Parent Portal!  

 Informational Letters 
 Packing List  
 Health and Photo Release Forms 
 Schedules 
Please note this is NOT the registration page. The 
Parent Portal is for parents who have already regis-
tered. In order to register, please go to our Summer 
Registration page... 

https://www.islandcamp.org/parent-portal 

Monday, June 2nd is our spring pick up date for the     

Orphan Grain Train. Time to get your items together!  

Orphan Grain Train is a mission event to help needy   

people overseas and here at home.  We will accept good 

clean used clothing any size from infant to adults as well 

as bedding, quilts, shoes. We will pack boxes on Monday 

morning at 8am in the fellowship hall.  Volunteers are 

needed to help pack.  Bring your donations on Sunday 

June 1st and leave them after church in the entrance under 

the coat racks.  If you have any questions, or can help 

pack boxes, please contact Bev Haman at 218-766-3533.   

 

 

 

 

SUPPORT GREAT MUSIC 

Come, support your Trinity musicians. 

The annual Bemidji Area Church Musicians recital  
will be held at Trinity on 

Wednesday, June 18 from 12 -12:30pm   
 

Some of your  favorite Trinity musicians who  
will sing or play include: 

Trinity Bronze Bell Choir, 

Hand Bell Duet with Debbie Nordic and Jana Grim 

Will Lohse, Paul Maatz, Guy Wold & John Egeland 

And Genise Schuette. 
 

The recital is about 1/2 hour and is followed by a  

free-will lunch of  the hand bells famous sloppy joes. 

NOTICE:  Please do not use offering Envelopes for the      
Preschool/Childcare as the center has closed.  
Any offerings received after May 23rd will be re-directed 
to the General Fund.  If you have any Thrivent Choice 
dollars or other automatic donations to the Preschool/
Childcare please have them redirected as well.  

FOR SALE!     FOR SALE!     FOR SALE! 

 The Quilting ladies are in need of batting, therefore we 
have quilts for sale to cover the cost.  Your choice of 
quilt. $75 Each!  Talk to any of the Quilting Ladies to 
make your purchase.  Thank you. 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

https://ministrysafe.com/lcms 
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Law & Gospel  

   Have you ever thought of the two biblical topics of “Law and    
Gospel” as being inseparable according to God’s word, or do you 
believe that God’s law much be separated from the Gospel when 
Jesus speaks about His grace and our salvation? 

   Of course, we prefer to hear the joyful Gospel message that all is 
forgiven, but shy away from addressing the reality that exists under the law that men who reject 
Christ are condemned.  The law’s ability to condemn is a topic we just don’t want to hear about,    
especially in our society that says breaking many of God’s laws is the acceptable thing to do. 

   In fact, to speak of the law alongside the Gospel is often considered taboo even when Christ so 
faithfully preached both from His Word. 

   So I raise the question, why did Christ preach law and gospel so faithfully?  And the answer lies in 
the truth that without our sins being exposed by the law, we would have no way or for that matter 
any reason to see our need for the Gospel through which we are saved.  This is why I appreciate 
Jesus’ parable of the marriage feast from Matthew 22 because in it he so wonderfully teaches both. 

   First, when Jesus teaches the Gospel by using the example of a king who invites all to join him at 
the wedding feast of his son.  And second, as he reveals the result of denying the king’s invitation, 
which meant condemnation for all who did. 

   So let’s take a brief look at what Jesus says concerning “law and gospel” in the opening verse of 
the parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who made a marriage for his son, and sent forth 
his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding; and they would not come.” (Matt. 22:2 
KJV) 

   Right off, Jesus reminds us that our heavenly Father, the King, calls us to join him in honoring   
Jesus as our Savior.  This has always been God’s invitation from the moment He said to Adam and 
Eve that He would send a Savior to crush Satan’s head, although for a moment Satan would bruise 
Jesus ‘ heal as he hung on the cross to shed his blood that cleanses us from our sin. 

   Jesus plainly is inviting us throughout he Gospel in this parable to be part of his great wedding 
feast where we receive his mercy and grace.  Indeed, he never stops calling us to join him at his 
banquet of grace.  However, while the message of grace is so prominent, Jesu also makes this   
comment; “And they would not come.” 

   Sadly it’s true; many have not come because they deny that Jesus is their only hope for salvation 
despite the fact Good sets before us a table fit for kings. 

   So why refuse such a gracious invitation from God to sit next to his most honored son Jesu who 
died on the cross to save us?  The parable tells us, many were too busy to say “yes” to the king.  
Many thought themselves to be too righteous and without sin, too good to be seated with the king. 

Some even hated the king’s messengers so much that they killed them.  So how did the king        
respond? “When the king heard of it, he was angry; and destroyed those murderers, and burned up 
their city.” (Matt 22:7 KJV) 

   Do you find it amazing that Jesus would present a parable where he speaks both of his grace and 
of his condemnation against those who reject him?  Do you find it startling how many reject his     
invitation to join him in eternity because they believe they are without sin or are too busy to give    
honor and glory to him? 

   We should not be surprised, because this is true; Jesus clearly teaches both law and gospel as 
being necessary for us to recognize that we are sinful beings whose great and eternal loss is to     
reject his invitation to join him in his kingdom.  

   So if we look closely at scripture, we will always find that Jesus teaches both law and gospel.  For, 
we learn that the king kept sending out the same message to which many answered “Yes.” 

   So I pray you will hear our heavenly Father’s invitation to live by faith in Jesus so that you too may 
sit with him in glory forever in his kingdom which has not end.   

                     ~ God’s blessings!  Rev. Les Uhrinak  
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June Stewardship 

Rooted in Christ, Growing in Stewardship  

   The heartland is now awash in various hues of green. The doldrums of winter give way to the colors of spring. Now, 
the promise of spring gives way to the growth of summer. Fields are planted and sprouted. Gardens are planted. Flowers 
adorn the beds of neighborhood homes and roadside ditches. Green is the shade of life! 

   Green growth is also the hue of the faithful steward. The seed of faith planted in human hearts in the waters of Holy  
Baptism grows as it is nurtured in the Word proclaimed and ingested in the Holy Supper. This faith does indeed save. 
But our stewardship of the Gospel is also designed to bear fruit for God’s glory and the benefit of our neighbor.  

To consider this, let us look at the hymn, “Fruitful Trees, the Spirits Sowing” (LSB 691). It is very much a stewardship 
hymn! 

Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, May we ripen and increase, Fruit to life eternal growing, rich in love and joy and 
peace.  

 The tree of faith is not planted in us by us. It is the Spirit’s work! We do not claim the title “steward.” Rather, we 

are created for it (Gen. 1:26–28). 

 He is the One who makes it grow in us. The fruits of the Spirit are borne out because we, by grace through faith, 

are connected to the vine that is Jesus (John 15). 

Laden branches freely bearing Gifts the Giver loves to bless; Here is fruit that grows by sharing, Patience, kindness, 
gentleness. 

 Our stewardship is NOT about what we do. It is about what the Holy Spirit does in and through us. That is the 

fruit that we bear. His fruit for His purposes.  

 But that fruit is lived out through us. The world sees the fruit of our stewardship of the Gospel in lives lived         

connected to Word and Sacrament.  

Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our goal, Teach us, as the years fly faster, Goodness, faith, and 
self-control.  

 Stewards have been created and redeemed to reflect the image of Jesus in the world. He is the pattern. We reflect 

to others around us the Light of the Gospel He has shone on us.  

 This reflection comes when Christ’s goodness flows from us to others. 

Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending, May we grow till harvests cease; Till we taste, in life unending, Heaven’s love and joy 
and peace.  

 Just as the Spirit has created us for stewardship of the Gospel, so also does He cause our faithfulness! He calls,   
gathers, enlightens, sanctifies and KEEPS us in this faithful stewardship of the Gospel.  

 The ultimate goal of our faithful stewardship is eternity. For us. For our neighbor. All worked out by the Spirit. 

   Green is the color of the world right now. It is also the color of our stewardship and it is growing in us as we are        
connected to the vine, Jesus! God grant our growth in Him! 

Monthly Receipts/Expenses April 2025  

General Fund Receipts $28,659.27  

PS/CC Receipts $11218.00  

Interest Receipts $25.03  

(Transfer to Money Market)   Adjustments   

TOTAL RECEIPTS $39,902.30  

   

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENSES $43,441.48  

   

 Monthly +/- Year to Date +/- 

OVERAGE/SHORTAGE   (-$3,539.18) (-35,279.47) 
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It’s Easy, just follow these steps... 
 

1. Visit Trinity’s Website at  www.trinitybemidji.org. 

2. Click on “Donate” at the top right of the Home Page. 

3. On the next page, Click the Donate button and you will be directed to our 
PayPal page.  

4. From here, you can either donate with your existing PayPal account OR       

if you don’t have an account you can donate with your Credit Card. 

5. Then just complete using your information and submit.   
 

If you have any questions about the process, please call the church office. 

YOU CAN NOW GIVE YOUR 
TITHE OR OFFERING 

ONLINE?! 

The Benefits Of  Online Giving 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
You have the option of giving a one 
time gift, or having your tithe post 
monthly. 
 

CONVENIENT  
You can continue to support Trinity 
even if you are away on vacation or 
gone for the winter. 
 

FLEXIBILITY 
You can give to the General Fund or 
choose to give to a specific Ministry 
of the church. 
 

If you would like help in learning how 
make your donation or tithe to Trinity 
online, just stop in to the office, we are 
happy to help.   
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Address/Phone 
 

If your address and/or 
phone number changes, 
please let the church office 
know, so your information 
will be correct in the church 
database.  Thank you! 

 

Altar Flower Sponsors Needed!! 
 

 

Sign up to sponsor the Altar Flowers 

for a Sunday. Cost is $30. If you are 

interested, contact the Church Office. 

 

1 Laverne Bell 

 

 

2 Mackenzie Ellis, Vicki Ruzicka                                  

David & Susan Krueger (7) 

 

5 Tony & Margaret Richer (49) 

 

 

7 Evelyn Severson 
 
 

10 Elias Blocker 

 
 

11 Greg & Susan Anderson (48) 

 
 

12 Paul & Yolanda Manecke (49) 

 
 

13 Kris & Sheri Lee (10) 

 
 

14 Debbie Nordick, Carol Olson 

 

 

16 Maverick Davis 

Ron & Debbie Oelrich (52) 

 

17 Michael Porter 

 

 

18 Jordan Maatz, June Roxstrom 

 

 

19 Guy & Linda Wold (54) 

 

 

20 Gretchen Larson, Darlene Lind 

David Arndt 
           

22 Kennedy Mills 

Dave & Pam Mueller (25) 

 

24 Toni Whitney 
 
 

27 Antonio Moreno 

 

 

30 Charlie & Ingie Benson (698) 

Bruce & Debbie Nordick (46) 

         

 

 

June Birthdays and Anniversaries at Trinity Lutheran Church 
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If you are interested in 
being a Greeter or an 
Usher, please speak 

with one of the Elders. 

Please check the covered bulletin 
boards in the Entrance Hall for posted 
Letters, Community Events, Concerts, 

Meals, Fundraisers, local activities and news.  

LARGE PRINT bulletins are 
available for those that have 
difficulty with the regular bulletin.  If 
you would benefit from having one 
of these bulletins, please ask an 
usher for a copy. 

Bemidji Area Food Shelf 

WHEN YOU LEAVE GOD’S HOUSE, please turn out ALL 

the lights (except in the office hallway) and please 

check that ALL the entrance doors are LOCKED, even 

if you didn’t unlock them. 
Trinity, along with United Methodist 
Church volunteer the 3rd Monday of 
each month at the Food Shelf.  The 
first shift is from 9am-12pm and the 
second shift is from 12-3:30pm. Both 
shifts need 6-7 volunteers.   
 

The Food Shelf would not function without all 
the volunteers who give of their time.  Thank 
you for all you do to help the Food Shelf run 
smoothly.  ~June Roxstrom 

Portals of Prayer are in the basket at 
the back of the sanctuary. 

Check out the “RESOURCE TABLE” in the      
Fellowship Hall for FREE Books, Periodicals,  

Devotionals, and More. 

Greeting Cards Available! 

Individual Cards are $1.00 each.  Boxed 
cards are priced on bottom.  Checks are 
preferred.  Please make your checks 
out to Trinity Ladies Guild and put your 

payment in the container provided.  Thank you. 

A “Gluten Free” option is available 

for communion.  If you would like to 

take  advantage of this option, 

please speak with Pastor or Elders.  

Check out our website.  

www.trinitybemidji.org 

The season after Pentecost       
begins with Holy Trinity Sunday 
and continues through the last 
Sunday of the church year in    
November. The paraments are 

green, the color of life, refreshment and           
regeneration. Throughout this season, the   focus 
is on the Lord’s teaching and how it is applied in 
the life of the Church. 

  1 Isaiah 12:1-6 
Acts 15-16 

  2 Psalm 150 
Acts 17-18 

  3 Psalm 1 
Acts 19-20 

  4 Psalm 2 
Acts 21-22 

  5 Psalm 3 
Acts 23-24 

  6 Psalm 4 
Acts 25-26 

  7 Psalm 5 
Acts 27-28 

  8 Psalm 6 
Joshua 1-5 

 

  9 Psalm 7 
Joshua 6-8 

10 Psalm 8 
Joshua 9-11 

11 Psalm 9 
Joshua 12-16 

12 Psalm 10 
Joshua 17-21 

13 Psalm 11 
Joshua 22-24 

14 Psalm 12 
Judges 1-3 

15 Psalm 13 
Judges 4-6 

16 Psalm 14 
Judges 7-9 

17 Psalm 15 
Judges 10-12 

18 Psalm 16 
Judges 13-15 

19 Psalm 17 
Judges 16-18 

20 Psalm 18 
Judges 19-21 

21 Psalm 19 
Ruth 

22 Psalm 20 
1 Samuel 1-3 

23 Psalm 21 
1 Samuel 4-6 

24 Psalm 22 
1 Samuel 7-9 

 

25 Psalm 23 
1 Samuel 10-12 

26 Psalm 24 
1 Samuel 13-15 

27 Psalm 25 
1 Samuel 16-18 

28 Psalm 26 
1 Samuel 19-21 

29 Psalm 27 
1 Samuel 22-4 

30 Isaiah 12:1-6 
 Samuel 25-27 

Read Through the Bible in a Year - June 
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Calendar 


