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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

DIVINE SERVICE 3 WITH COMMUNION (page 184) 

MARCH 22, 2026 

 
PRELUDE 

HYMN OF INVOCATION: 429 WE SING THE PRAISE OF HIM WHO DIED 

Stand 

INVOCATION AND EXHORTATION                                        Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

P  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C  Who made heaven and earth, 

P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Be Seated or Kneel as you are able—Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

P  O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 
I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 

of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

Stand 

INTROIT 

P  Precious in the sight of the LORD 
 is the death of his saints. 

C  I love the LORD, because he has heard 
 my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

P  Because he inclined his ear to me, 
 therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 



 

C  The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
 I suffered distress and anguish. 

P  Then I called on the name of the LORD: 
 “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

C  For you have delivered my soul from death, 
 my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

P  Precious in the sight of the LORD 
 is the death of his saints. 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may 
be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

C Amen. 

Be seated 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: EZEKIEL 37:1–14 

 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and 
set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among 
them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were 
very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord 
GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry 
bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause 



 

flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, 
and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. 
But there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 
son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly 
great army. 
 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, 
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and 
raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And 
you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do 
it, declares the LORD.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 

P [O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 
 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

EPISTLE: ROMANS 8:1–11 

 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of 
the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has 
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s 
law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is 
in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in 
you. 
  



 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL: JOHN 11:1–45 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 
  

 
  

 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose 
brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of 
God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that Lazarus 
was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the 
disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just 
now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees 
the light of this world. But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not 
in him.” After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I go to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 
recover.” Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in 
sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, and for your sake I am glad that I 
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” So Thomas, called the Twin, 
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I 
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 
last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 
Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 
of God, who is coming into the world.” 
 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to 
him. Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha 
had met him. When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise 
quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to 



 

him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his 
spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man 
from dying?” 
 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to 
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing 
around, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried 
out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died came out, his hands and 
feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.” 
 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, 
believed in him. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead, 



 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 Be seated 

THE SMALL CATECHISM WITH EXPLANATION 

P  How does Christ's work of redemption benefit me?" 
 

C  As my Substitute Christ has atoned, or made satisfaction for my sins by paying 
the penalty of my guilt (Vicarious Atonement). "He hath made Him to be sin for us 
who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." 2 
Corinthians 5:21.  

HYMN OF THE DAY: 420 CHRIST, THE LIFE OF ALL THE LIVING 

SERMON: “One Must Die for All” – John 11:1-53 

 Stand 

OFFERTORY  

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

OFFERING 

Stand 

As the offering is placed on the Altar please join in singing: 



 

C  We give Thee but Thine own, 
    Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
    A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs.  
 After each petition: 

P  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

P O Lord, God almighty, through Your Son You have kept the promise of the ages and 
rescued us from sin. You have raised up the dry bones of a people captive to death and made 
us alive in Christ forever. Sustain us in this hope, that we may endure the tests, trials and 
troubles of this life and be ready when our Savior comes again in His glory; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.     

C  Amen 
THE LORD’S SUPPER AT TRINITY 

Jesus teaches us that His body and blood are truly present in the bread and wine of His holy Sacrament 
(Luke 22:19-20).  The Apostle Paul by the Holy Spirit also teaches local congregations to carefully 
administer this precious meal (1Cor. 11:17-32).  Therefore in the Spirit of Christian love and unity and 
in concern for the spiritual welfare of others Trinity practices closed communion. Members of our 
congregation as well as our sister churches in the LCMS and those church bodies in fellowship with us 
are welcome to attend.  For those who do not confess this faith and unity with us, we invite you to sing 
the hymns and pray for the day when all divisions among Christians may cease and we may be one 
just as Jesus prayed (John 17:11). Thank you for respecting our beliefs concerning the Lord’s Supper. 
If you should have any questions about this, please speak with Pastor before the service. (See also the 
brochure in the pew rack.) If you are physically unable to come forward to receive The Lord‘s Supper, 
please let Pastor or an Elder know before the service.   

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many 
that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast 
in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

SANCTUS                   Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”   

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

 

 

AGNUS DEI John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

Be seated 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 425 WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 453 UPON THE CROSS EXTENDED 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 619 THY BODY, GIVEN FOR ME, O SAVIOR 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 627 JESUS CHRIST, OUR BLESSED SAVIOR 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: 634 THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST, OUR LORD 

Stand 



 

NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

 
 
 



 

SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 

BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1 

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 

 

HYMN TO DEPART: 532 THE HEAD THAT ONCE WAS CROWNED WITH THORNS 
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